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Dear Harvey, 

This will explain why I write you two letters. 

I could not go to Washington right after I last saw you because I had to go to 
New York to make a speech that made the trip possible. I had to use that time in an 
effort to find out why the lawyer supposedly trying to collect what was Q $i us had 
been silent ior so long and to try and place some books. (He is temporarily diS» 
barred for a very human transgression and was embarrassed ho he didn t toll us. Only. ' 
the unli k ely happens to us ! ) The first time I had to go to Washington Morse was not 
free , so ve made the appointment for Thursday. 

Because all of what really transpired can seem so improbable to others, I took a 
tape recorder with me so you would know that the withholding of the discovery material 
and fho nature of the agreement arc exactly as I liave tola you aim so that, if Setter 
didn t believe it, you'd have persuasive proof for him 0 However, Morse felt that if we 
did this the government might regard it as the eapd valent of a deposition, so he said 
that il I d like he d be glad to initial the letter I sent you. 1*11 send hi m » o&rbon 
for this purpose. 

His recollections are much clearer and more inclusive than I've indicated. We had 
a long chat. Ho remains very friendly. We have know for years that this whole tiling 
troubled him because he hau discussed, it with irienda of his who had, in turn, discussed 
it with my wife when they met. He expressed concern for my wife's health several times, 
he recalls the concern I then displayed that well. He remembers how he parked me at the 
Pentagon and was then so certain that the overflights continued, despite the successful 
litigation, that he said he'd see to it that any pilot we caught got » 

And he seemed genuinely surprized at the government's motion on the running of the statute. 
He knew we haa stopped that by filing the claims but was not aware of the lapse in filing 
the complaint. He did some hasty legal research while I was with him to see if it could 
be helpful. What lie then looked at seemed irrelevant on this point. He had the idea that 
Taft had filed under the Military Claims Act, the law the government had decided, before 
our conference, would be used and what was better for our needs. On thi 3 he told mo what 
I did not remember until he did, that under this law, if any claim exceeded the then 
statutory limit, thoy could still pay it to avoid litigation and report to Congress oh 
it. He says this limit has boon raised to $15,000 per claim. While I was with him he 
skinned 10 TJ.S.C. 2731 and 2733° 1 asked him if he'd like to see a copy of the government's 
motion and he said he would. It is possible that he might com c up with something, because 
he remembers that the Secretary directed that a settlment bo reach if at all possible. 

I have the feeling that if ho could think. of a way aro’.md this motion for us he would want 
to. Consulting the books he had in his office was his idea. I did not ask or suggest it. 

If you would please sent him one, thanks. Walter Herbert Morse, general counsel, Selective 
Service System, Washington 20435 will reach him. 

While talking to him, the dirty trick tiiat was played on ua by Leahy et al became 
dear to me. They were between the pressure from the DGD to settle oh the basis of DC© 
desire and their own determination not to recognize the applicability ofuthe Military 
Claims Act, an A my posture. On thi3, when I was with him, Morse was quits pointed with 
Coggins. I am certain this ia contemporaneously detailed in my log. And I remember Morse 
saying that it was not only applicable but tiiat the DQD hau asked for it in ints own 
interest and that he had been one of the BOB witnesses sent to ^ongresa to get it enacted. 
Also, th^re was the traditional pretense that aviation does no damage arid when it does, 
they can t be held to account for it. So, tliey sent Van Voris, who told us one thing about 
his mission to deceive ua and quite another was his real purpose, that disclosed in hi 3 
memo on it. However, 1 am certain you will find in my log what he told us, what I told 
and offered him, and I think it will disclose that I asked him to go around and see the 
quite visible damage and that he said it wasn't necessary, that he knew without looking. 
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Sincerely, 



Harold Weisberg 




